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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ALABAMA ANTHROPOLOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

Meeting of May 13, 1909 
On May 13, 1909, Dr Thomas M. Owen, Dr H. B. Battle, Prof. H. 
S. Halbert, Buckner Beasley, Edgar C. Horton, and Peter A. Brannon 
met at the residence of Dr Owen in Montgomery, Alabama, for the purpose 
of discussing the formation of an Anthropological Society. Dr Owen pre- 
sided, and Mr Brannon acted as secretary. After an able introductory 
address of half an hour by Dr Owen on the objects and aims of such an 
organization, and a brief talk by the other gentlemen present, it was de- 
cided to proceed at once to the formation of a Society. The following 
officers were then elected to serve until the annual meeting in December : 
Dr Thomas M. Owen, President; Dr Herbert B. Battle, Vice-President ; 
Peter A. Brannon, Secretary ,• Buckner Beasley, Treasurer. J. T. Letcher, 
Will T. Sheehan, J. H. Paterson, and Sidney Shulein, having expressed 
a desire to become members if an organization was formed, but being 
unavoidably absent, they were enrolled as members. The officers were 
constituted a committee to draw up a constitution and agree on a plan of 
work, and report at a meeting to be held May 27. The meeting then 
adjourned. 

Meeting of May 27, 1909 

The second meeting of the Alabama Anthropological Society took 
place at the residence of the President, Dr Thomas M. Owen, on the 
evening of May 27. Seven members, including all the officers, were 
present : Dr Owen, Dr Battle, Mr Brannon, Mr Beasley, Professor Hal- 
bert, Mr Letcher, and Mr Horton. After a brief general discussion, the 
preliminary draft of the constitution, prepared by the committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose, was considered section by section, and after a 
few minor changes it was adopted. This action was followed by a general 
discussion of plans and of ways and means for arousing interest and of 
making a success of the new organization. The Society then adjourned 
to meet June 22, at the residence of the Secretary. 

The constitution is as follows : 

CONSTITUTION OF THE ALABAMA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Article I. Name. — 1. The name of this organization shall be the 
"Alabama Anthropological Society." 
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Article II. Objects. — 2. Its objects shall be the promotion of anthro- 
pological study and research. 

Article III. Members. — 3. Membership in the Society shall be (1) 
active ; (2) associate ; and (3) honorary. 

4. Active members shall be limited to twelve in number, who shall be 
residents of the city of Montgomery, and in them shall be vested the sole 
control of the affairs of the Society. 

5. Associate members shall include such persons as may be elected to 
this class, but they shall not participate in the government or control of the 
Society ; and upon payment of prescribed dues they shall be entitled to all 
publications which may be issued. 

6. Honorary members shall embrace persons distinguished in historical, 
literary or scientific attainments. 

7. Members may be elected at any meeting of the Society, and the unani- 
mous vote of the entire active membership shall be necessary to a choice. 

Article IV. Officers and Committees. — 8. (1) The officers shall be a 
president, a vice-president, a secretary and a treasurer. 

(2) They shall be elected at the annual meeting, and shall serve for one 
year, or until their successors are elected. 

(3) Their duties shall be such as usually pertain to these positions, except 
as may be specially hereafter provided. 

9. (1) There shall be an executive committee, to consist of the four above 
named officers ; and also the following standing committees, each to be ap- 
pointed annually by the president, viz : Field Exploration, Collections and 
Relics, Publicity, and Promotion of Anthropological Study in Alabama Schools 
and Colleges. 

(2) Each committee shall consist of four members, of which an officer of 
the Society shall be one. In addition the president shall be ex-efficio a 
member of all committees. 

(3) The executive committee shall have general control and supervision of 
the work of the Society not specially provided for, it shall arrange and submit 
at each annual meeting a course of study for the next ensuing year, and 
shall prepare and issue its publications. 

(4) All other committees shall perform such duties as are implied in their 
titles. 

(5) All committees shall report annually in writing, or oftener as may be 
required. 

Article V. Meetings. — 10. An annual meeting of the Society shall be 
held in the city of Montgomery, Alabama, in December of each year, at which 
time officers shall be elected, a course of study and work for the ensuing year 
adopted, and annual reports shall be made by the president, the secretary, the 
treasurer, and all committees. 

11. There shall be held, in addition, one regular meeting each month, at 
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such time and place as may be previously agreed upon, and at such monthly 
meeting papers may be presented and discussions had on subjects or topics of 
interest to the Society, and at such time any necessary business may be 
transacted. 

12. At the annual meeting, seven members shall constitute a quorum ; 
and at monthly meetings five members shall constitute a quorum. 

Article VI. Dues. — 13. The annual dues of active members shall be 
six dollars, payable monthly. 

14. Associate members shall pay two dollars annually, prior to December 
1st each year. 

Article VII. Amendments. — 15. This constitution may be amended 
at any annual meeting by a three-fourths vote of the total active members, or 
at any monthly meeting by a unanimous vote of the entire active membership. 

Meeting of June 22, 1909 

The third meeting of the Society was held at the residence of the 
Secretary on the evening of June 22. Five members were present — Dr 
Owen, Dr Battle, Mr Brannon, Mr Beasley, and Mr Letcher. 

Letters were read from Mr Clarence B. Moore and Mr Warren K. 
Moorehead advising that they had forwarded sets of their publications. 
These publications were then exhibited and examined. A vote of thanks 
was extended these gentlemen for their generous cooperation. 

Several communications were read relative to the exchange and pur- 
chase of specimens. 

Mr J. Y. Brame, Jr, was elected an active member. Five applications 
for associate membership were read, and the applicants elected. 

The importance of a thorough, active, and consistent course of field 
work was discussed, and the necessity of an active canvass for objects 
with which to build up a collection was emphasized. It was suggested 
that a creditable display of objects, the cabinets of the Society to be 
placed in the Department of Archives and History in the State Capitol, 
would be one of the best assets for the encouragement of cooperation 
among the people generally. 

The Secretary was instructed to open correspondence with the lead- 
ing scientific bodies in America with reference to an exchange of publica- 
tions. The Secretary was also instructed to prepare an application blank 
and to begin at once the soliciting of associate members. 

The Society then adjourned to meet in regular session with Mr Pater- 
son on July 22. 

Meeting of August 5, 1909 

The fourth meeting of the Society was held in the office of J. Hay- 
good Paterson, 116 Dexter ave., August 5. Owing to the absence of 
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several members from the city, the meeting for July 22 was postponed 
until this date. Nine members, including all officers, were present : Dr 
Owen, Dr Battle, Mr Brannon, Mr Beasley, Mr Horton, Mr Letcher, Mr 
Shulein, Mr Paterson, and Mr Brame. Judge R. B. Haughton of St 
Louis, Mo., Professor Joel C. DuBose of Birmingham, Ala., and Mr 
Samuel B. Brewer of Anniston, Ala., were present as visitors. 

A letter was read from Mr William C. Mills, Curator and Librarian 
of the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society, stating that he 
had sent a number of its publications and would be glad to exchange with 
the Alabama Society. The Secretary notified the Society of the receipt 
of an interesting communication from Dr AleS Hrdlicka, making inquiries 
and suggestions concerning the work undertaken. The receipt of some 
copies of his work on the "Collection and Preservation of Skeletal Re- 
mains ' ' was noted, and these the Secretary was directed to place in the 
hands of the committee on field exploration. 

Peter A. Brannon presented, by title, a paper on Aboriginal Re- 
mains in the Middle Chattahoochee Valley of Alabama and Georgia, to ap- 
pear in the American Anthropologist for April-June, 1909. The Society 
voted to order 400 reprints, to be issued as " Miscellaneous Papers, No. 
1," of the Alabama Anthropological Society. 

Dr Owen then presented a paper, the first regular number of the 
series for 1908, on Opportunities for Anthropological Study and Research 
in Alabama. Dr Owen outlined the work usually undertaken by societies 
devoted to anthropological study and research, making clear to the mem- 
bers the dignity and importance of the subject. He then indicated what 
had been done in the Alabama field by Brinton, Gatschet, Thomas, 
Pilling, Mooney, Swanton, Halbert, Hamilton, and others, and followed 
with a detailed consideration of what might be done by the members of 
the Alabama Anthropological Society in the special departments of Eth- 
nology, Archeology (including mound exploration and the location and 
identification of town and village sites), Philology, Somatology, and 
Sociology, and the building up of a collection of materials for study, etc. 
The paper was received with much interest, and gave a solid and substan- 
tial direction to the work to be done by the Society. At its conclusion 
each member discussed the paper, and renewed his pledge of support. 

The President announced the several committees, and outlined the 
work of each, namely : Field Exploration : Buckner Beasley, chairman ; 
Dr H. B. Battle, Sidney Shulein. Collections and Relics : E. C. Horton, 
chairman ; H. S. Halbert, P. A. Brannon. Publicity : Will T. Sheehan, 
chairman ; J. Y. Brame, Jr, P. A. Brannon. Promotion of Anthropolog- 



ALABAMA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY 495 

teal Study in Alabama Schools and Colleges : J. T. Letcher, chairman ; 
Will T. Sheehan, J. H. Paterson, Dr H. B. Battle. 

The Executive Committee, as provided by the Constitution, is to con- 
sist of the four officers. The President is ex-officio a member of each 
committee. 

The President gave a brief account of a trip to the old Horseshoe 
Bend battle-ground on July 3, 1909, and recounted finding a few primi- 
tive objects. 

Mr Beasley reported a week's exploration trip on the Tallapoosa 
and Alabama rivers, covering 75 or 80 miles, and also a brief visit to the 
Charlotte Thompson mound. From this mound he exhibited nearly an 
entire skull, in a fair state of preservation ; it shows artificial flattening, 
and an exceedingly abnormal thickness ; no forehead is perceptible, the 
rounding flattened part beginning immediately above the sinus ; the ordi- 
nary undulations on the inner side of the skull are not to be seen, though 
the artery lines are still present. The skull is uncommonly small for that 
of an adult. 

The Society adjourned to meet August 24, with Mr Beasley. 

Meeting of August 24 

The regular August meeting of the Society was held with Mr Buckner 
Beasley at the residence of Honorable William M. Teague, in Montgom- 
ery, on the evening of August 24, with the President, Dr Thomas M. 
Owen in the chair. The following members were present : Dr H. B. 
Battle, Professor H. S. Halbert, P. A. Brannon, Buckner Beasley, J. Y. 
Brame, Jr, J. T. Letcher, Esq., and Dr Owen. Honorable W. M. 
Teague of Montgomery, and Major S. B. Brewer of Anniston, were 
guests. 

After the routine business, Professor Halbert presented the paper of 
the evening on The Archeology of the Gulf Region East of the Mississippi 
River. This paper contained a thoughtful discussion of the subject, and 
showed wide reading and extended research. Professor Halbert has him- 
self made personal examination of the field reviewed in his paper, and 
his conclusions were fortified both by his personal experiences and by a 
careful analysis of the authorities. He sketched the evidence of prehis- 
toric life and Indian occupancy of Alabama, reviewing the available data 
concerning mounds, trails, skeletal remains, and artifacts. He discussed 
the culture status of the aboriginal inhabitants of the Gulf region as 
shown by their archeological remains. 

Among other conclusions reached by Professor Halbert were, first, 
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that if a close unity among the tribes of the Gulf coast existed, it was in 
very remote times ; second, that the Southern Indians were sun-worship- 
ers ; third, that these Indians were, at the time of the coming of DeSoto, 
in 1 540, in the lower stages of barbarism ; fourth, that at this time, and 
for fifty years prior thereto, all the Indians of the southern half of the 
continent showed unmistakable signs of decadence ; and, fifth, that there 
existed throughout the whole country certain unoccupied sections known 
as neutral grounds. 

After the discussion of the paper notes and comments from the 
members were called for. 

Mr Brannon reported a recent visit to Russell county, in which he 
stated that he had found a few archeological objects and had formulated 
plans that would bring in others. 

Dr Owen exhibited a series of photographs of the illustrations found 
in that rarest of Southern books, Bernard Romans' Florida. He also 
exhibited an excellent photograph of Sequoyah, or George Guess, the 
inventor of the Cherokee alphabet. 

Professor Halbert gave an interesting account of some of his boy- 
hood archeological experiences. 

Before and during the meeting much interest was manifested in the 
fine collection of prehistoric objects belonging to the host, Mr Beasley. 
These number several hundred and include chisels, mortars, pounding 
stones, discoidals, spear and arrow heads, beads, pipes, and ornaments. 

The Society adjourned to meet at the residence of Mr J. T. Letcher, 

on September 23. 

Meeting of September 23 

The regular September meeting of the Alabama Anthropological 
Society was held at the residence of Mr J. T. Letcher, 53 South Gold- 
thwaite St., on the evening of September 23, the President in the chair. 
Members were present as follows : Dr H. B. Battle, Professor H. S. Hal- 
bert, E. C. Horton, P. A. Brannon, Buckner Beasley, J. T. Letcher, and 
Dr Owen. 

The Secretary announced the receipt of more than a dozen publica- 
tions of a scientific nature for the library of the Society, and read letters 
from Professor W. H. Holmes, Chief of the Bureau of American Ethnology, 
and from the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution relative to publica- 
tions to be sent by their respective departments. 

Mr Beasley, of the committee on field exploration, reported two trips 
taken by him since the last meeting. 

Mr Horton, of the committee on collections and relics, through Mr 
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Brannon, reported the installation of twelve lots of objects in the Society's 
cabinets in the museum of the Department of Archives and History at the 
State Capitol. These are all from Macon, Montgomery, and Russell 
counties, and were presented by Messrs E. Dreyspring, Beasley, and 
Brannon. 

Mr Letcher, of the committee on schools and colleges, reported that 
he was waiting for the opening of the several schools of the State before 
undertaking any direct work. 

Mr Brannon, in the absence of the other members of the publicity 
committee, reported the work done by him since the last meeting, and 
asked the opinion of members as to plans for conducting a publicity 
campaign. 

The paper of the evening was presented by Mr Letcher, on Indian 
Mounds of Macon County, Alabama. Mr Letcher had made trips to 
every mound site in Macon county, and the paper was the result of the 
observations made during these visits. He places these mounds, with 
one exception, in the domiciliary class. They are all in the western part 
of the county, and are all in close proximity. No cemeteries are found 
associated with any of them. Two are square topped, the others circular 
and flattened, excepting one which is tall and conical. 

The paper was discussed at considerable length ; at the same time 
former mound exploration by several of the members was described. 

Before adjourning, the Society resolved that any member absenting 
himself from two successive meetings, without a satisfactory excuse, should 
be declared dropped. 

The meeting was adjourned until October 26, when Mr Brannon will 
discuss " The Dress of the Early Indians of Alabama." 



